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perhaps the most valuable sidelight the poems afford
upon the mind of the author-to-be.

But the 10th of May had another significance.
It marked the departure of the Raskin family upon
their annual tour through England. Their way fre-
quently extended as far as Scotland. These leisurely
journeys, made in a roomy post-chaise, fitted with
all sorts of fascinating convenient devices, were under-
taken as much for business as for pleasure* and in
their course Mr. Ruskin called upon his chief country
customers, always hearing away a substantial sheaf
of commissions. This remarkable wine-merchant was
welcomed everywhere for his personality, like the great
Mel Harrington; but, unlike Melehisedee, h<* knew how
to turn his popularity to sound commercial advantage,

To little John these travels were another education
and an inspiration. He learned to know the countries
of his birth and of his descent, and ho reproduced his
impressions in a continual stream of literary works*.
He kept journals, he composed itineraries, he cele-
brated the things he had seen in various verse.
Perched on a little cushioned seat in front of his parents,
he delighted in the wide unfolding view from flu?
chaise windows, and caught by the equestrian spirit,
he imitated the postilion, in mile-long imaginative
gallops. To add to the realism of this pastime, patient
Papa Ruskin allowed his own devoted legs to be
whipped, "in a quite practical and efficient manner/
with a silver-mounted riding-whip he had himself
given to the boy.